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Background on Joint documentation on regional coordination of Programmes of Measures 

In June 2014 HELCOM Group for the implementation of the Ecosystem approach (Gear Group) initiated a 

process to take stock of the implementation by the Contracting Parties of the existing HELCOM acquis and  

exchange information on planned new national measures. The task is being carried out by the Intersessional 

Group on Programmes of Measures (IG PoM).  

IG PoM has developed a draft document on regional coordination of Programmes of Measures. The draft 

document (work in progress) gives an overview of the HELCOM acquis and its contribution to achieving good 

environmental status in the Baltic Sea Region. It describes the process and results of the regional coordination 

of measures and identifies opportunities for improved regional coherence of national measures and for 

additional joint regional actions and measures with a focus on transboudary issues. 

The document is structured to address ten specific topics, out of which four are of special relevance to the 

work of the Fish Group: 

- Conservation, restoration and reintroduction of species,  

- Physical loss and damage to seabed habitats, 

- Selective extraction and incidental by-catch of species, 

-  Inputs of litter. 

While the joint documentation contained in this document is specifically intended for the use by HELCOM EU 

Member States in support of their establishment and reporting of regionally coordinated Programmes of 

Measures under Art. 13 of the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive, the work towards an improved 

coordination of measures will benefit all HELCOM Contracting Parties. It will result in filling in gaps identified 

in HELCOM work, such as the work on environmental targets for some major pressures on the Baltic Sea, and 

will provide an opportunity to reinforce the follow-up of the Baltic Sea Action Plan. 

Countries are at different levels of development of their Programmes of Measures (PoM) and so far not all 

countries have been able to share information on their planned new national measures. The intention is to 

include new information in the documentation as the work progresses, and in addition, the draft has been 

made available for the use in public consultation of PoM as may be wished by the countries.   

http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Baltic%20sea%20action%20plan/DraftJointDocRegionalPoM.pdf
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Coordination of measures 

In the further development of the document, possible areas for regional coordination of measures will be 
explored and proposed. The aim is to identify opportunities for improved coherence, joint approaches and 
regional measures for each of the ten topics. The joint document of regional coordination of PoMs defines 
“regional coordination” in HELCOM as:  

 the exchange of information and alignment of measures that are primarily of national concern and 
responsibility. This includes coordination of existing and new measures. 

 the development of measures at regional level (e.g. HELCOM recommendations) with a focus on 
transboundary issues. 

 the development of joint proposals for measures that are required to achieve good environmental 
status but are in the competence of the EU, international authorities (e.g. IMO, river commissions) 
or third countries outside the EU and RSC cooperation (e.g. upstream-countries), and agreement of 
concerted actions of Contracting Parties to approach those bodies/authorities through HELCOM. 

Time-line 
The next version of the draft document with more information from the countries will be available by 16 

April 2015.  

The Gear group, on 21 April 2015, through an online meeting, 9-13 CET, will review and give guidance on the 

proposals for specific topics in need of further regional coordination and any technical input required from 

Working Groups for developing the proposal further. 

Chairs and Vice-chairs of HELCOM Groups and Working Groups, including of the Fish Group have been invited 

to participate in the on-line Gear Meeting and the invitation is available in the HELCOM Meeting Portal via 

this link. 

The Gear Group has furthermore agreed to convene a workshop in September/October 2015 to develop a 

plan with practical steps for regional coordination. The workshop will build on the proposals from IG PoM, 

the input from Working Groups, and presentation by Contracting Parties of their national PoMs. 

The joint documentation is to be finalized by the end of 2015 (endorsement by the Heads of Delegation). 

 

Action required 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information on the process of development of the documentation 
on regional coordination of programmes of measures. 

Chair is invited to consider attending the Gear online Meeting on 21 April 2015 in order to follow the work 
on the joint documentation in the intersessional period and consider any input from the Fish Group as may 
be needed. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2010-2015-234/Related%20Information/Invitation%20by%20Executive%20Secretary%20to%20Chairs%20and%20vice-Chairs%20of%20WGs.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2010-2015-234/Related%20Information/Invitation%20by%20Executive%20Secretary%20to%20Chairs%20and%20vice-Chairs%20of%20WGs.pdf

